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[Abstract:] In reply to Directors letter of 7th, says that his efforts to fill requirement for the 
delivery of both Gold & Silver coins... 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Coiner’s Department, 
May 10, 1886 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Sir; 


In reply to the letter of the Director, of the 7th inst. — referred to me by you, I have the 
honor to State, that my effort to fill the requirement of the Director for the delivery of both Gold 
and Silver Coins during a given month is unavoidably interrupted by the varying quality of the 
metal which renders uncertain my calculations of estimated product. 


The proportion of the congressional Silver quota which the Director may assign to this 
Mint, occupies our first effort to meet and the Gold coinage is confined to such occasional days 
or hours as he can snatch from the Silver working. If in the Gold working we are harassed by 
refractory or unkindly metal, a delay may occur, which will disturb — the exact ration of the Gold 
coinage of that month. I need hardly remind you that the sad lack of storage room here forbids a 
storage of coin to draw upon for balancing. 


Will reference to the Gold delivery of last month, permit me to state that the intractable 
nature of the Silver worked did not allow the time calculated for the Gold, and a delivery of 
$546000 in Half Eagles was delayed to the first part of this month. An examination of the 
deliveries from October last of Gold coins Silver we were restricted to the coinage of Eagles and 
Half Eagles — will show how nearly we have complied with the Director’s order for ration of 











1/3 Eagles 4/3 Half Eagles 
Pieces 202,220 697,560 
Value 2,022,200 3,487,800 

















If you will kindly instruct me as to which the ratio is to apply — whether to pieces or to 
value — it shall be my effort to accomplish in the present month the marshalling of the Gold 
coinage so that the aggregate will be in the proportion it would have been had the instructions 
been followed literally. 


Very Respectfully, 
WS. Steel 
Coiner 


